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FLYIN’ IN  
FOLIAGE
Pilot and former Breckenridge  
resident Garret Fischer photographs  
the bright colors of fall high above  
the Summit in his restored airplane.
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Breck Film Fest takes you ‘Higher’
Series hosts premiere of Jeremy Jones’ adventure movie, shines 

spotlight on Colorado-centric films  PAGE A2, A14

KAYAK QUEEN

As the kayaking season comes to a close and water levels continue to drop, there are still a few play spots left to practice paddling technique. Pictured here is 
Krystal Waldschmidt, of Keystone, surfing the Lawson Hole at the Whitewater Park along Clear Creek last weekend.

DAVID GIDLEY / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

SUMMIT LIFE

LADY LEARNS  
THE ROPES
The film ‘Lady B’s First Winter’ follows  
an avalanche rescue dog through  
training. The film will be featured  
during the Breckenridge Film Festival.
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‘Higher’ calling

Progression — the concept de-
fines snowboarding and freeski-
ing. It’s taking the next step, 
adding an extra spin, dropping 
a bigger cliff, getting deeper into 
the backcountry, pushing the 
envolope further, challenging per-
sonal limits, growing. 

In the backcountry skiing and 
snowboarding world there may 
be no athlete that better defines 
the idea than Jeremy Jones. For 
one of the most accomplished big 
mountain riders in the history 
of snowboarding the concept 
is more of a way of life. It’s also 
one of the underlying themes 
in what’s become one of his life 
works — Teton Gravity Research’s 
snowboard movie trilogy, “Deep-
er,” “Further” and “Higher.”  That 
final chapter will premier at the 
Breckenridge Film Festival Satur-
day night. 

For over 20 years the 39-year-
old has pushed the boundaries 
of the sport, taking it from peaks 
and ridges deep in the Alaskan 
wilderness to as far north as the 
Arctic Circle — where he and his 
entourage rode through endless 
daylight. While “Deeper” served 
as a sort of ode to the backcoun-
try and man-powered alpine 
touring, “Further” went into more 
remote far-reaching terrain, with 
Jones building on his backountry 
knowledge. The third installment 
“Higher” serves as a documentary 
of his life as a whole and his mo-
tivation, while also exploring new 
terrain from Alaska to Nepal.

“This film is a really intimate 
look into my story from Cape Cod 
to the Himilayas,” Jones told the 

Daily Friday. “It’s a much closer 
look at me really, and my mindset 
going into these mountains.”

Jones said he also reached new 
heights in this film, riding what 
he called the three biggest lines of 
his life. 

When asked about his moti-
vation, he said simply, “I don’t 
know ... I just have this pull to 
the mountains. I really immerse 
myself. I become consumed by 
these lines.” 

Well before it became a snow-
boarding movie trilogy, “Deeper,” 
“Further,”  and “Higher” started 
as an idea — somewhere around 
2005.

“I’ve always enjoyed hiking, but 
it was always side-country stuff,” 
he said of his inspiration. In a 
time where big ski and snowboard 
movies relied heavily on heli-ski-
ing to session laps in the wilder-
ness, Jones said he was looking 
for more.

“I didn’t want to go home at 
the end of the day,” he said of his 
earlier work in films. “I thought 
this would be really cool if I could 
camp right here and didn’t have 
to go to my hotel room at night.”

And so the idea was born, a film 
that would focus on snowboard 
mountaineering, with only the 
occasional use of a bush plane to 
access a campsite. “It was some-
thing in my head for a long time,” 
he said.

Splitboards — snowboards that 
can be separated in two and used 
as Alpine touring skis — were 
in their infancy, and the idea of 
a movie focused around them 
was not the most popular in the 

industry.
“I was trying to make this 

change, but it was hard because 
my job was making (traditional) 
snowboard films,” Jones said. “I 
realized that the film companies 
and movies I was a part of didn’t 

want to do that. So in order to do 
it, to make this evolution and still 
have a career as a snowboarder, I 
had to make the movies and start 
with a clean slate.”

Teton Gravity Research got be-
hind Jones’ idea and the first film, 

“Deeper,” was released in 2010.
“They basically worked out all 

the details to allow me to achieve 
my goals in the mountains,” he 
said.

Through the three films 
Jones builds on his backcountry 
experience.

“I came up with “Deeper,” 
“Further” and “Higher” because 
it embodied my mindset with 
the mountains,” he said of the 
over-arching theme. “I knew I 
wanted to go on foot. In ‘Deeper’ I 
got to the mountains that I know 
really well. With ‘Further’ I took 
what I knew in these familiar areas 
and got off the map a little. With 
‘Higher’ I figured I’m going to 
want to step up to some big lines.”

Through the three movies Jones 
said he’s grown as a rider and is 
currently riding at the peak of his 
ability. And with a wife and two 
children at home now, he’s also 

By Sebastian Foltz
sfoltz@summitdaily.com

Film documents 
big mountain 
snowboarder Jeremy 
Jones’ life in the 
backcountry

Big mountain backcountry snowboarder Jeremy Jones celebrates the backcountry while shooting ‘Higher,’ 
the latest movie from Teton Gravity Research. The documentary-style snowboard film on Jones’ career also 
takes viewers deep into the wilds of Alaska and the Himalayas on his latest adventures.

PHOTOS: TETON GRAVITY RESEARCH

“HIGHER” 
BRECKENRIDGE 
PREMIERE
When: Saturday, Sept. 20
Where: Breckenridge Film 
Festival
-River Walk Center
Time: 6 p.m.

HIGHER, A3

.com
Everything you need to know about recreation, 

events and activities in Summit County!

Visiting? Get on the fast track to fun:

SU
M
M
IT

OUTSIDE Your weekly dose of derring-do, adrenaline, 
animals and adventure in Colorado’s playground

A2 | Saturday, September 20, 2014 | Summit Daily News



GOVERNMENT

Breck Town Council 
poised to take action

On Tuesday, Sept. 23, during the regular 
council meeting Breckenridge Town Coun-
cil will consider acting on an agenda item 
to call for a special election concerning the 
rights of marijuana retail establishments to 
operate in the Main Street district.

Council will vote on a draft resolution 
calling for the special election to occur on 
Dec. 9. Council will decide between at least 
three versions of the question. 

The first option is very simple, read-
ing, “Should the retail sale of marijuana 
in the downtown area of Breckenridge be 
allowed?” The voter then checks a box yes 
or no.

The second option reads, “Subject to such 
rules, restrictions, and limitations as may 
be decided by the Town Council, should the 
retail sale of marijuana in the downtown 
area of Breckenridge be allowed?” 

The third, and most comprehen-
sive form of the ballot question, reads, 
“Should the Breckenridge Town Council 
enact a local ordinance that allows the 
retail sale of marijuana in the down-
town area of Breckenridge subject to the 
following primary restrictions: No more 

than five retail marijuana stores can be 
operated within the downtown area; No 
retail marijuana store can be located on 
the ground floor of any structure; No 
more than one retail marijuana store can 
be located within any block; There must 
be at least one-hundred feet between any 
two retail marijuana stores?”

Again, the voter simply checks yes or no.
“Because the question to be submitted 

to the electors of the Town is advisory 

in nature, the results of the vote on the 
advisory ballot question are not binding 
on the Town Council; provided, howev-
er, that the Town Council shall and will 
give due and proper consideration to the 
advise and direction given to it by the 
electors in the vote on the advisory ballot 
question,” reads the rough draft of the 
proposed resolution.

The election, if called, will also be con-
ducted as a “mail ballot election.” 

The workshop to discuss the election and 
other items begins at 3 p.m. at Brecken-
ridge Town Hall in the council chambers. 
The regular meeting follows at 7 p.m.

By Brandon Evans
bevans@summitdaily.com

Council looks to move 
on marijuana on Main 
Street special election

Council will vote on a draft 
resolution calling for the 
special election to occur on 
Dec. 9. 

gained some perspective.
“I back down off a line much easier than 

I used to. I’ve gotten really good at walking 
away,” he said of judging safe conditions. 
But at the same time he added, “When stuff 
is feeling right I’m way out on the edge 
more than I’ve ever been.”

While “Higher” is being billed as the final 
installment in Jones’ trilogy, the snow-
boarder says he’s far from hanging up his 
snowboard.

When asked about what’s next, he joked, 
“I’m really looking forward to retirement, 
so I can really focus on my snowboarding.”

The truth is Jones has no intentions of 
stopping, or even slowing down.

“I’m as hooked on the mountains as I’ve 
ever been right now, or more so,” he said. 
“Every time I get out there into the moun-
tains it really feels right. It feels like it’s the 
right place to be and that’s where I belong. 
Until that feeling changes, I’m going to 
continue to go into the mountains for long 
periods of time ... I don’t know how that will 
be documented but I’m as obsessed as ever.”

He said among other things he’s current-
ly working on a project with fellow back-
country snowboarder Travis Rice.

Tickets are still available for Saturday 
night’s screening of “Higher” and the movie 
will be out on DVD in October.

HIGHER
From page A2
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where the locals go

(60 Minute session)

1805 Airport Road
(970) 389-6839

9am-9pm www.alpenglowbotanicals.com
Grams $49.50
Alpenglow WAX!Alpenglow WAX!

Flower starting at...Flower starting at...
$28.75 for 1/8

Outlets at Silverthorne
is pleased to announce 

the opening of

in the Green Village, Unit 309-A
by Carter’s Childrenswear

Stop by during their

Grand Opening

970-468-5780 • OutletsAtSilverthorne.com
I-70, Exit 205 • Silverthorne
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